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Introduction
Inmaculada Figueroa, Associate Deputy Director General for
Internationalisation for Research and Innovation, Ministry of Science and
Innovation, Spain.
It is a pleasure for me as coordinator of the EU-LAC ResInfra Project to
address all of you and present the Project in this first Newsletter at a time
when we celebrate a year since it was launched. This has been a
complicated year, with very difficulties consequences for everyone, which
we could not have anticipated when preparing our proposal. These
circumstances have been particularly critical for a project like ResInfra,
which is based on dialogue and exchange of experiences to foster
cooperation among public institutions, innovation funding agencies and
research infrastructures on both sides of the Atlantic. This context, then,
posed a challenge which we have been addressing in our daily work and
which has already started to render results.
The EU-LAC ResInfra Project’s consortium, coordinated by the Ministry of
Science and Innovation of Spain with the support of the Spanish
Foundation for Science and Technology (FECYT), is composed by 17
partners - Ministries, Funding Agencies and Research Infrastructures-, from
13 countries on both sides of the Atlantic (Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Germany, Finland, Italy, Mexico, Portugal, Romania, Spain, United
Kingdom and Uruguay).
Funded by the Research and Innovation Program Horizon 2020, the EU-LAC
ResInfra project promotes the cooperation on Research Infrastructures
between EU and Latin American and Caribbean countries.
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The actions proposed within the project are perfectly aligned with
the strategic approach of the EU-CELAC Senior Official Meeting on
Science and Technology (SOM) Research Infrastructure Working
Group, established in 2017 to develop a specific pillar on research
infrastructures within the Joint Initiative on Research and Innovation
EU-CELAC (JIRI EU-CELAC). This pillar has been included in the
Strategic Roadmap 2021-2023 for the implementation of the
Brussels Declaration and the Action Plan EU-CELAC in Science,
Technology and Innovation, a product of the 8th Senior Official
Meeting on Science and Technology celebrated on October 30th
2020.
ResInfra analyses the situation of research infrastructures within
LAC countries and supports the identification of priorities for
regional and bi-regional cooperation, fostering the exchange of good
practices between the EU and CELAC in strategic matters, relying for
this on the procedures developing the framework of the European
Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures.
ResInfra also supports the SOM Research Infrastructures Working Group in the establishment of a stable framework for
cooperation, and will carry out joint actions that will promote human capital development, capacity building, governance and
management of research infrastructures.
One of the main tasks of the Project will be the identification of eligible research infrastructures for implementing the
collaboration. To this aim, EU-LAC ResInfra includes 4 Pilots that build upon existing Research Infrastructures in scientific
areas prioritized by the SOM Research Infrastructures Working Group in the areas of biodiversity - LifeWatch-ERIC, the eScience European Research Infrastructure for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research. ESFRI Landmark focused on how to
measure the impact of Global Climate Change issues on Earth Biodiversity and Ecosystem Research -; health - INSTRUCTERIC, the ESFRI Landmark infrastructure dedicated to structural cell biology -; cultural heritage - E-RIHS, the European
Research Infrastructure for Heritage Science that supports research on heritage interpretation, preservation, documentation
and management; and finally, RICAP (The Ibero American High Performance Computing Network), led by CIEMAT, in
computing and digital capacities to develop the role of the computation for a fruitful collaboration in the EU-LAC region
acting as an articulated skeleton targeting multiple fields.
EU-LAC ResInfra will be used by its partners to strengthen their public policies and enhance the common research area
through research infrastructures, give visibility to European research infrastructures and promote international collaboration
in the EU-LAC region.

First Steps
Inmaculada Figueroa, Associate Deputy Director General for Internationalisation for Research and
Innovation, Ministry of Science and Innovation, Spain.
The Kick-off meeting, the first meeting between the project team of the EU-LAC Resinfra Project, formally took place
between the 29th and 30th January 2020, in the headquarter offices of the Ministry of Science and Innovation in Madrid.
In the opening, the Secretary General of MICINN, Prof. Rafael Rodrigo, welcomed the participants underlining the
relevance of the long shared history with Latin America and Caribbean countries and showing the importance of the
Research Infrastructures in the construction of the research and innovation common area. The General Secretary
expressed the clear support of the Ministry in leading EU-LAC ResInfra Project, seeking to strengthen bi-regional
collaboration.
With the participation of all partners from the EU-LAC ResInfra Consortium (17 Institutions related to science, technology
and innovation from 13 countries, 7 from Europe, and 6 from the LAC countries), the meeting was intended to introduce
the Project team, revise the project background,
and revisit the calendar of actions.
Since then some of the activities of the Project have been forced to be rescheduled due to the pandemic that is affecting
our normal life worldwide, but the objectives and goals of the project are in no case going to be modified.

Research Infrastructures – COVID19
The pandemic has also made changes in the activities of Research
infrastructures.
Instruct-ERIC: supporting COVID-19 research in structural biology
Instruct-ERIC, one of the Institutions participating in the project, is a
European Research Infrastructure in life science, providing international
scientists with funded access to high-tech equipment and expertise for
structural biology research. In particular, Instruct has strong links with
Latin America with a first call for access well under way. In recent
months, work at Instruct-ERIC has redoubled to support crucial research
on COVID-19. Structural biologists, including Instruct staff and users, are
at the forefront of coronavirus research, working to determine the
structure and mechanism of the virus in order to develop effective
therapeutics.

To ensure that scientists have the tools that they need to study SARS-CoV-2, Instruct-ERIC has set up a priority
access pathway offering fast-track access to our technology catalogue. They have also launched an online COVID-19
Resource Centre, with information and support from Instruct and the wider scientific community for research relating
to COVID-19. On the Resource Centre, you can see some of the virus structures solved by Instruct scientists, and find
out about their work, which has been featured in global news. For example, Instruct-UK scientists at the Diamond
Light Source in Oxfordshire have been screening thousands of compounds as part of a crowdsourcing initiative to
produce an antiviral against COVID-19. In Madrid, a team at the Instruct Image Processing Centre have launched a
specialized web-based application, 3DBionotes-Covid19, to visualize and annotate SARS-CoV-2 structures in 3D. And
at Instruct Centre IT, the world’s first 1.2 GHz NMR spectrometer has been used to study SARS-CoV-2 proteins at the
atomic level.
Instruct-ERIC has also been working with laboratories across the UK in an Open Science initiative to provide protein
reagents free of charge for COVID-19 research. Protein reagents are often crucial for developing therapeutics,
vaccines and diagnostics, but they can be challenging and time consuming to produce, especially under restricted
working conditions. Working with leading, research institutions, Instruct has developed an online reagent portal to
coordinate research efforts and accelerate vital research to deliver an effective treatment for COVID-19.
To find out more about Instruct-ERIC’s response to COVID-19, visit our Resource Centre at instruct-eric.eu/covid19
and follow us on Twitter @instructhub.

Testing in Chile
Among the challenges that the Covid-19 pandemic has brought
upon our nations and scientific institutions, our PCR testing
capacity has become one of the major themes in the fight
against its spreads. In Chile, the National Agency for Research
and Development, ANID, has taken a leading role with the
creation of a special fund of up to €5 million that will finance
projects focused on diagnosis, control, prevention, treatment
and monitoring, while, also, considering Covid-19’s further
consequences, in its social, economic, technological and cultural
dimensions. At the same time, considerable efforts have been
made to enhance the testing and diagnosis capacities of Chile’s
scientific laboratories for this specific disease. In a few months,
a total of 29 laboratories from the very north until the Patagonia,
established in 15 universities, have constituted a new network
focused on the testing related to the pandemic. Aiming at
strengthening their capacities, ANID has provided a fund of
almost €1.7 million.

MINCYT-Argentina: Actions against the COVID-19 pandemic at national and regional level
To face the current pandemic situation, the Coronavirus COVID-19 Scientific Unit, has been established at national
level under the leadership of the Ministry of Science, Technology, and Innovation of Argentina. The purpose of this
Unit is to make available to the National Government the capacities of the scientific system and any human
resources, infrastructure and equipment that may be needed to address the Coronavirus/COVID-19 emergency.
Main efforts, related with research infrastructures are focused on the following areas:
1. A network of institutes for diagnosing the disease, to expand the diagnostic capacities of the health system by
using the capacities of the scientific system, specifically its equipment and HR. At present the network includes over
15 institutes with the infrastructure and staff required to screen for COVID-19; this network may be expanded.
2. Scientific Papers on COVID-19. The National System of Digital Repositories (SNRD) provides access to the COVID19 collection, several papers on this subject, which are stored at the repositories of the various institutions that make
up the open access system https://repositoriosdigitales.mincyt.gob.ar/vufind/

URUGUAY
In order to give response against the health pandemic situation in Uruguay, we moved forward through different lines of
work:
1) Inter-institutional work: a Centre of Epidemiological Monitoring (CIVE) was created through a network between the
University of the Republic of Uruguay (UdelaR), Institute Pasteur Montevideo (IPM), the National Livestock and
Agricultural Research Institute (INIA), and the Institute of Biological Research Clemente Estable (IIBCE), to make
research inside the logic of a “one only health: both animal, human and environmental at once”. Objective:
Identification of pathogens that can affect both animals and humans, infectious disease diagnosis, identification of
outbreaks and disease transmission patterns, antimicrobial resistance monitoring, and the development of vaccines.
It will be working in the following areas: molecular microbiology, genome sequencing, robotics, and automating
processes. The aforementioned will be functioning in an “IPM”´ sector.
Furthermore, Uruguay is coordinating at international level a strategic action in the Ibero-American Programme
“CYTED – COVIred” which aims to facilitate the Exchange of scientific & technical knowledge between the countries,
in order to enhance response capabilities for the health emergency. Likewise, it promotes the human resources
development, and encourages the interinstitutional relationships in order to share experiences.
On the other hand, both The Ministry of Housing Land (MVOT) and IIBCE signed an agreement for the installation of a
laboratory, set up specifically for the environmental monitoring of Coronavirus SARS-CoV-2, COVID-19.
2) National Development: The Technological University (UTEC) developed an open innovation platform “Co-innovation
COVID-19”, whose aim is to contribute through the design and manufacture of inputs, using digital technology
development (masks with or without filter, full-face protection screens, and other safety devices) to prevent the
transmission of COVID-19 among health-care workers and healthy people.

3) Knowledge creation and monitoring: Currently, there is an investigation team from the Institute of Hygiene, School
of Medicine - UdelaR, that is doing tests related to the use of vaccines to combat the virus caused by the SARS-CoV-2.
Two new modules were generated to the computer system of the National Emergency System (SINAE) – Integral
Risks and Affectations (MIRA), one of them to monitor the infrastructure and available resources in both public and
private centers, and the other one to follow up the evolution of affected people.
Uruguay was the first Latin-American country to develop a mobile App (Coronavirus uy), incorporating exposure alerts
to be protected in this “new normality”.

Activities developed during 2020
During 2020 three main relevant activities related to the Project were carried out. The first of these was the SOM, held
on October 30th, the second was a series of 5 thematic workshops, held between September 15th and October 5th,
and the third one was a webinar showing successful cases of international cooperation between Research
Infrastructures.
The main authorities in science and technology from CELAC and EU countries participated in the SOM. Collaboration
between Research Infrastructures is one of the 3 pillars of the EU-CELAC common research area, together with the
mobility of researchers and collaboration in the face of global challenges.
One of the conclusions of this meeting was the need to continue strengthening the links between RIs, as platforms
for common scientific and innovation endeavours and the exchange of improved data, particularly in the areas of the
global challenges. In the conclusions there was also a special mention to the RESINFRA project, whose support in
this regard is appreciated. More information in:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/research_and_innovation/strategy_on_research_and_innovation/document
s/eu-celac_strategic-roadmap-2021-2023.pdf

The other two activities developed during 2020 were a series of Workshops, in 5 specific areas: Climate Change,
Health, Food Safety, Energy and Emerging Technologies. These congregated more than 160 participants,
representing more than 50 Institutions, from 10 countries in Europe and 11 from Latin America. The main objective of
the webinars was introducing RIs from both regions and explore the opportunities for international collaboration.
These workshops have enabled the establishment and consolidation of networks and collaboration opportunities
among Research Infrastructures of both regions.
In addition to these 5 workshops, a webinar called “Impact and best practices in EU-CELAC cooperation on RIs” was
organized, where examples of good practices in collaboration between RIs were presented.

News & Events
-White paper ESFRI (www.esfri.eu/esfri-white-paper)
ESFRI has published a strategy document entitled "Making Science Happen", prepared and approved by the European
Strategy Forum on Research Infrastructures (ESFRI), published at www.esfri.eu/esfri-white-paper. This document
summarizes the effort of the last fifteen months, during which ESFRI has been working on its vision of an integrated
ecosystem of Research Infrastructures that is fully capable of facing new challenges and contributing to the
objectives of the new European Research Area (ERA).
The White Paper was presented on April 27th 2020, and was discussed during the Croatian Presidency Conference on
“European research infrastructures for a smarter future”, celebrated on May 15th 2020. This conference explored the
potential impact European RIs could have on European strategic agendas and identified the ways in which this
potential could be materialized.

-EOSC, European Open Science Cloud (https://eosc-portal.eu/)
The European Open Science Cloud seeks to develop a virtual federal setting to store, share, process and reuse digital
research objects (such as papers, data and software) following the FAIR principles. EOSC will be the great research
and innovation network where researchers will be able to store, manage, analyze and reuse data for research,
innovation and educations, fostering a new way of doing science where research infrastructures will play a vital role.
During 2020 the Association EOSC was constituted, and is currently in the last steps towards signing a Memorandum
of understanding with the European Commission in order to establish a European partnership.
In the context of EOSC, it is worth highlighting an initiative developed by the European Commission and the Member
States - the European COVID-19 Data Platform – to ensure available data could be compiled and shared rapidly. This
platform, which is part of the Action Plan ERAvsCorona, represents a new milestone in supporting European and
worldwide researchers in the fight against the coronavirus pandemic.

-International Conference on Research Infrastructures (icri2021.ca) June 1-3, 2021
The International Conference on Research Infrastructures (ICRI) brings together policy experts, facility managers,
leading researchers and a variety of other stakeholders to discuss challenges and emerging trends for research
infrastructures around the world.
ICRI 2021 is supported with funding from the European Union and is hosted by the Canada Foundation for Innovation
(CFI), in partnership with the Canadian Institutes of Health Research, the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research
Council, and the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council, and with additional support from the National
Research Council of Canada.
ICRI 2021 will be a fully online, virtual experience.

-Latin America - Europe Symposium on Research Infrastructures. (https://ri-vis.eu/events/rivis-latin-america---europe-symposium-1/) June 15-18, 2021
Jointly organized by the RI-VIS and ResInfra projects, the symposium will bring together staff from the European
infrastructures and Latin American research infrastructures and institutions who might be interested in
collaborations. We also invite representatives from relevant funding agencies as well as policy makers to join. By
bringing together the right people we hope to create collaborations and initiate networks in a sustainable way so that
all stakeholders benefit.

-Roadmap ESFRI 2021 (https://www.esfri.eu/esfri-roadmap-2021)
The ESFRI Roadmap contains probably the best European science facilities based on a thorough evaluation and
selection procedure. It combines ESFRI Projects, which are new research infrastructures in progress towards
implementation, and ESFRI Landmarks, successfully implemented Research Infrastructures.
ESFRI is currently evaluating 18 new projects that have been presented, as well as the progress of those projects
which, having been already originally included in the Roadmap, have now reached 10 years of existence.
The new 2021 Roadmap will be presented towards the end of the year in a public event under Slovenian Presidency.

-European Research and Innovation Days (https://resinfra-eulac.eu/activities/europeanresearch-and-innovation-days/) Junio 23-24, 2021
The European Research and Innovation Days are the yearly event organized by the European Commission which
brings together politicians, researches, entrepreneurs and the general public to discuss the future of research and
innovation in Europe and beyond.
In the 2021 edition, some of the key themes will be the start of the Horizon Europe Program, the development of a
European Research Area and the social recovery after the coronavirus pandemic.
The event will take place between the June 23rd and 24th, and is open for everyone to attend with prior subscription.
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